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For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness 
and praise to sprout up before all the na ons.  Isaiah 61:11

Lesson of the Week
A young student was tasked with discovering how long it would take for a 
fully grown sweet potato to grow vines. All that it involves is the sticking 
of toothpicks into the sweet potato and the suspension of it into a glass of 
water. 
If left near a window that receives sunlight, the sweet potato should grow 
vines. 
Her (grocery store) purchased sweet potato failed to grow.  She 
wondered why. The grocery store produce manager told the student that 
the conventional sweet potato was sprayed with bud nip, alternatively 
known as Chlorpropham. 
Bud nip is just one of the many chemicals widely used in non-organic 
farming and agriculture.  Bud nip is considered moderately toxic for 
ingestion, an irritant for the eyes and skin and was responsible for a 
number of side effects, and even death of several animals that it was 
tested on.

The student’s experiment concluded that the grocery store potato did not 
grow vines, an organic potato grew small vines in a month, and a local 
farmer’s market grew big beautiful vines in one week.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ugqjGgWNAY
Eat Local!

There are so many farmers markets here and around Jacksonville. This 
is a great website that can be helpful to find one near you: 

http://theorganicadventurer.com/jax-farmers-markets/

Activities this Week
The students added mushroom compost 
to the vegetable garden.

Mushroom compost makes a great 
addition to the garden soil. Organic 
gardening with mushroom compost can be 
accomplished in several ways and offers 
many benefits to the garden.  

The compost enriches the soil and 
supplies nutrients for the healthy growth of 
plants. Mushroom compost also increases 
the water-holding capacity of the soil, 
which decreases your watering needs.

Our Beautiful Butterfly

Parents, please join us on Wednesday mornings. We need volunteers!  http://signup.com/go/nHODWcA



THIS WEEK IN
THE GARDENS

May 2, 2018

More Activities 
The students learned how to look for 
butterfly eggs all over our campus. 

Before starting out to find butterfly 
eggs, it is extremely helpful to know 
which host plants are used by which 
butterflies, or in other words, what 
their caterpillars eat. 

For example, the Black Swallowtail 
butterfly lays eggs on the carrot 
family of plants such as fennel, 
dill, parsley and carrot. 

The good news is, several eggs were 
identified. See the tiny white spot?
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Insect of the Week
Did you find a black fuzzy caterpillar? 
Does it look like this? 

If so, you might have a giant leopard 
moth caterpillar, also known as a 
great leopard moth or an eyed tiger 
moth. The giant leopard moth 
caterpillar has black spikes (which 
are variously described as hairy, 
bristled, fuzzy, spiky, furry, or woolly) 
with red or orange bands around its 
body. 
What will it turn into?

Moth Description: Your spiky black-
and-red caterpillar will transform into 
a white moth with black circles or 
spots on tis wings. Its abdomen will 
be blue and orange.

Another Lesson
In the ecosystem, all plants and 
animals rely on each other to live. 
Plants rely on soil, water, and the 
sun. Animals rely on plants and other 
animals. This is called a “Food 
Chain” and it is a great example of 
the balance and interactions with 
living things and nature.

There are 3 major parts to a food 
chain!

¨ Producers-plants

¨ Consumers-animals, insects, 
and humans

¨ Decomposers-mushrooms and 
earthworms

Some of the consumers help 
decompose dead plants and animals, 
which helps to create soil and adds 
nutrients to soil. Healthy soil grows 
plants to start more food chains, by 
attracting animals that eat the plants, 
and animals that eat the animals that 
eat the plants.


